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Upcoming Events: 

 
 

•  Clothing Drive:  
Oct 28th – Nov 8th  

 
 

•  Blood Drive: 
 Nov 18 
 

 
•  Adopt-A-Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPJ Team: 
 
•   Kamil Ziolkowski (Lead) 

 
•   Manuel Del Rio 

 
•   Sergio Hidalgo 
 
•   Roberto Villablanca 
 
•   Jeffrey Roxas 
 
•   Joseph Cruz 
 

Dear Faculty, Staff, and Seminarians of St. John’s Seminary, 
 

With joyful heart I would like to announce that the MPJ Department at St. John’s 
Seminary will continue the tradition of the monthly MPJ Newsletter “Hope in Action” 
started by my predecessor, Enrique Piceno. The Newsletter will be sent to the Community 
every last day of each month and will include the introduction from the MPJ Lead and an 
article from one of our MPJ Class Representatives. This month we have a pleasure to read a 
wonderfully written article by the Fourth Year Theologian, Deacon Manuel Del Rio. I 
encourage each one of you to take a look and read through it. 

I would like to remind all Seminarians that there will be a Clothing Drive in St. John 
between October 28 and November 8, 2019. Please, prepare clothes that you would like to 
donate to the Ventura Rescue Mission. Mr. John Saltee, the Director of the Mission, will 
send to our Community a speaker who will give us a talk 
on the activity of the shelter at the end of October during 
lunch. 

Please, consider signing in for the Blood Drive, 
which will take place on November 18 between 2:00pm 
and 6:00pm. The sing-up sheet may be found on the Day 
Board. Up to two people may sign up for the same time.  

As the last MPJ activity this semester, we will 
participate in the Adopt-A-Family Program organized by 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. More details on this 
Program will come up in the October issue of our 
Newsletter.  

Finally, thank you all for your active participation 
in the surveys made by your MPJ Class Representatives 
in regard to our Annual MPJ Auction. You were asked to 
decide between Talent Show and Casino Night. I will 
announce the results of this voting next month. 

 
 
 
Have a blessed Fall and may Our Lady protect you. Stay warm! 
 
        Kamil Ziolkowski 
 
 
The Call of Forgiveness 
 

     By Dcn. Manuel Del Rio 
 
 

 “Never Forget” was the slogan plastered everywhere in the aftermath of 9-11. 
As a Marine at the time, I remember the tension I felt with the slogan. On one hand, 
we were attacked, so many lost their lives; one of which was a Catholic priest (Fr. 
Mychal Judge) and on native soil. We had a right to be mad, to feel justified in our 
hatred and thirst for vengeance like the world had not seen! On the other hand, 
“forgive and forget” is a motto I believe is founded on the forgiveness of God because 
of the blood of the Lamb shed for you and me.  
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To forgive is to set a prisoner 
free 

and discover that the prisoner 
was you. 

 
~ Lewis B. Smedes 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This type of forgiveness is hard because it is the way God 
forgives us, by forgetting what we have done when we earnestly ask for 
forgiveness, seventy times seven times, every time.  

When we look at the slogan “Never Forget” it makes me think, ‘might as 
well say, ‘Never Forgive’ and as a catholic who prays the Our Father many 
times every day, we know we must 
forgive. Whether directly or indirectly 
we have trespassed against others, 
this cutting knowledge makes it a 
little easier to forgive, but non-the 
less forgiveness is hard. “These things 
can really create a sense of anger and 
even hatred and bitterness and a 
thirst for vengeance, and none of 
those things hold a place in the 
Catholic Church,” says Father Christopher Smith, rector of the Christ 
Cathedral. “That’s why, in many ways, forgiveness is truly divine,” Father 
Smith adds. “It takes something beyond ourselves to be able to get to that 
point. And forgiveness is never instant. It’s a process.” 

There is a good number of things in this life that are also ‘a process:’ 
Life, loving as Christ loves, becoming God-like, detachment from sin and 
earthly possession, participating in redemption, our vocation and on and on. 
Anything worth doing, is going to be hard and it’s a process, but all possible 
with and through Christ. In the aftermath of the Crucifixion, we were left with 
the cross. An instrument that once meant a curse is now seen as a beacon of 
hope that whoever looks upon it with faith will be saved. Another thing found 
in the mist of the ruble of the towers was a 6,ooo lb. cross and all who looked 
upon it also saw something greater in the mist of it all.  

To me, that cross found in the ruble of the Trade Center was the call to 
forgive as I have been forgiven. So if we see that slogan or just remember it, 
may we not turn to vengeance, but use it to remind us to never forget the 
things that really matter; that we have all fallen short of holiness, never forget 
the incarnation, the complete and utter scandal of the cross, but above all 
never forget the resurrection and what that means as a possibility for all 
humanity even our enemies, if we would only repent and believe in Him. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


