
MISSION PEACE & JUSTICE 

Dear SJS Community, 
 
Thank you for your generous support for the MPJ 
Clothing Drive. We were able to donate 250lb 
clothes to those in biggest need, who gather at the 
Ventura County Rescue Mission. Mr. Chris Burgees, 
the Administrative Assistant to the Director of the 
Rescue Mission, wrote 
a letter of appreciation 
to our Community; it 
may be found on the 
next page of this 
Newsletter issue. 
 The MPJ Annual 
Auction and Talent 
Show will take place 
om May 2, 2020. The 
MPJ Class Reps will 
be asking their 
respective classes to 
prepare a traditional 
gift basket that will be 
donated to the Auction. If any individual is interested 
in donating something additional for the Auction, 
please, feel free to contact me directly or through 
Jeffrey Roxas (Theo 1), who is in charge of the gift 
collection. We appreciate all your sincerity. The MPJ 
Team is also asking for 3 participants from each class 
for the Talent Show. Please, consider sharing your 
talent with the entire SJS Family! If you would like 
to sign up, please contact your respective MPJ 
Representative or Sergio Hidalgo (Theo 3). 
Remember, that there will be a 100$ Visa gift card  

 
 
waiting for the winner! The entire income from the 
Auction and Talent show will go to the Catholic 
Charities Santa Barbara to support the Moorpark 
Food Pantry Plus, which has recently experienced a 
huge drop in cash donations and is seriously 

struggling financially. The 
Director of the Catholic 
Charities Santa Barbara will 
not only be present at the 
Auction, but also decided 
to… perform during the 
Talent Show! 
 As we began the Season 
of Lent, over next week we 
will start our MPJ Lenten 
Collection, supporting the 
OASIS Program at St. Mary 
Magdalene (also part of the 
Catholic Charities Santa 
Barbara). I will provide the 

details on that event through the community email 
within a few days. Please, stay tuned!  

Remember Time, Talent & Treasure this Lent 
 
 Have a very blessed, fruitful, and reflective Lent. 
May we await Christ’s Resurrection in peace, love, 
hope, and charity. 
         Kamil Ziolkowski 
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 Why are so many young Catholics today dismissing social justice?  As Ms. Reichert wrote in the opening issue last 
semester, social justice is a matter that is close to the heart of the Church and she has a wealth of teachings which should 
be embraced and proclaimed to the world.  And yet, there is a skeptical and resistant response among many young Catho-
lics when their bishops or other Catholic leaders speak about social justice.  While Ms. Reichert wrote to defend the fact 
that the Church has the prerogative and duty to speak on social issues (which I do not contest), I wish to offer a possible 
explanation for why so many young Catholics are hesitant to embrace these “social justice” teachings in today’s cultural 
climate. 

When Catholics hear about “social justice” today, an interior disso-
nance sets in.  While they may be interested in protecting our environ-
ment, the trend and energy of the movement leans uncomfortably 
towards a pseudo earth-worship which seems to value the environ-
ment over human life.  In hoping to support the dignity of women, 
they are pressured to also support “reproductive rights” and instructed 
to “hate the patriarchy.”  If they want to befriend and help a friend 
with a same-sex-attraction or a transgender person, there is an expec-
tation that they also need to fully embrace the LGBTQ agenda and to 
downplay an emphasis of “normal” heterosexual marriages, traditional 
family structures, and even human nature itself (i.e. binary sexuality). 
 In short, when Catholics want to engage in social justice issues, 

they seemed to be swept up in a movement that begins to pull them in a direction they do not want to go.  While Catholics 
and “Social Justice Warriors” seem to have the same concerns, the end goals are not only different, but contrary to each 
other.  We may use the same language, but there seems to be an enormous equivocation in meaning occurring.  What is 
going on? 
 The reality is that in our present day “social justice” has become detached from a Christian foundation and instead is 
powered by the winds of a competing philosophy: postmodernism.  In an 
insightful essay, James Lindsay and Mike Nayna argue that the contempo-
rary social justice movement is, in reality, “applied postmodernism.”  
What this means is that today’s social justice issues are being directed, 
energized and framed not by Christian principles, but by postmodern 
ones.   
 Is this a big deal?  Well, it depends on whether postmodernism is in 
principle contrary to Catholicism.  Consider this common man definition: 
 “In essence, postmodernism is the idea that there is no one true meth-
od, model, ideology, or narrative with the right to dictate facts and mold 
the social order. Not Christianity, not science, not dialectical materialism. 
Nothing.” 
 Any sort of metanarrative or all-embracing-account of reality must be rejected because (as they argue) who can really 
claim to have the whole of reality figured out?  With the full denial of any tradition/philosophy/faith and the ability of 
reason itself to comprehend truth, there is no objective truth (at least one that we can all understand and agree on).  This 
leaves us all trapped inside our own relative perspectives and experiences, thus left on our own to define our values and 
existence.  Connor Wood gives a nice summary of the foundational principles of postmodernism: 
 
 1.Knowledge and truth are largely socially constructed, not objectively discovered. 
 2. What we believe to be “true” is in large part a function of social power: who wields it, who’s oppressed by it, how it  
  influences which messages we hear. 
 3. Power is generally oppressive and self-interested (and implicitly zero-sum). 
 4. Thus, most claims about supposedly objective truth are actually power plays, or strategies for legitimizing particular  
  social arrangements. 
 
 As a philosophy, postmodernism makes it impossible for a society to come together for a common cause, since the 
“common good” is merely disguised language used to hide the ugly truth that lies underneath – the use of force to impose 
one groups ideas and values on other people. Once there is no objective truth and thus no foundation for rational dialogue, 
the only reality left is power and the desire to force our own ideas on others. 
 How does this all apply to Social Justice?  There are two immediate connections.  The first is that once any notion of 
objective truth or human nature is denied, the only path by which human fulfillment can be sought are along the desires of 
each individual.  As a supreme court case once put it, “At the heart of liberty is the right to define one’s own concept of 
existence, of meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of human life.”  While this may be an optimistic view, the lived 
reality is much harder to bear, as this contemporary writer hauntingly puts it: “My generation has grown up in a cultural 
milieu where ultimate, satisfying answers to life, society, the universe, and everything aren’t in the cards.”   Since all meta-
narratives and “truth claims” are discounted, this makes it difficult to articulate a common vision of human flourishing 
which a society can accept and move towards.   People are alone to determine what life means for them, which directly 
affects what abortion means for them, what their own gender means to them, and any other issue.  Instead of reality and 
truth being a passage towards freedom, tolerance is the new virtue which defends the radical autonomy of every individual.
 The second is that a new dynamic of activism has emerged: to be for a cause means that I must also be against another 
group – the oppressor – with whom the oppressed is in a zero-sum struggle for survival.  Instead of seeking a solution 
which corrects, builds up, and unites all of society together, the only option is that the oppressor must be removed from his 
position of power in order for balance to be restored.  To eradicate racism, “whiteness” must be denounced; to defend the 
rights of women, masculinity must be suppressed.  While there may be some truth to this power differential, to say that it is 
the truth creates a social fabric in which no one can trust each other, while also creating a culture of “blame/

victimhood” (my problems result from the sins of other 
people). 
 Hopefully it is becoming clear why many Catholics 
feel reluctant to join contemporary Social Justice move-
ments: they sense that by joining them, they are implic-
itly being asked to make an act of faith in an ideology.  
And in many ways, this is true.  Today, Social Justice 
has become a phenomenon which very closely imitates 
a faith-system, as the authors Lindsay and Nayna rigor-
ously argue: “Social Justice takes on many of the quali-
ties of a religion and should be recognized and treated 
as such, at least culturally.”  Since we cannot fully 
unpack this claim in here, I recommend you read their 
comprehensive essay on this subject for yourself.   
 But the point remains – for the Catholic, a tension is 
introduced between two faiths which demand his loyal-
ty: Social Justice (applied postmodernism) and the 
Gospel.  The two cannot coexist, since in principle they 

are opposed to each other.  Either Christ is the Truth which lights a lamp for the feet of the nations and guides humanity 
into authentic freedom and fulfillment, or the Gospel is merely another empty and oppressive meta-narrative which seeks 
to use its “truth” as a means of power to control the freedom of others.  Either there is a true human nature given to us by 
God with an innate purpose, or human nature is an illusion and thus can be fabricated according to our own desires and 
whims.  Either we learn to love and forgive each other and work together for a just society, or we continue to tear down the 
oppressors and “privileged” with vengeance and vehemence. 
 The Compendium of Social Doctrine claims that “the direction that human existence, society and history will take 
depends largely on the answers given to the questions of man’s place in nature and society.”  Until we honestly face the 
reality that there is an equivocation of ideas and an ideological battle occurring between the culture and the Church on the 
issue of Social Justice, we Catholics will continue to be confused and frustrated with each other.  But if we are honest with 
this conflict, maybe a new conversation can arise with fresh clarity of thought and a hopeful path for the future.  
  

 Today, having a clear faith based on the Creed of the Church is often labeled as fundamental-
ism. Whereas relativism, that is, letting oneself be “tossed here and there, carried about by every 
wind of doctrine,” seems the only attitude that can cope with modern times.  We are building a 
dictatorship of relativism that does not recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal 
consists solely of one's own ego and desires.  

 

 We, however, have a different goal: the Son of God, the true man. He is the measure of true 
humanism. An “adult” faith is not a faith that follows the trends of fashion and the latest novel-
ty; a mature adult faith is deeply rooted in friendship with Christ. It is this friendship that opens 
us up to all that is good and gives us a criterion by which to distinguish the true from the false, 
and deceit from truth.  

 
 

Research for this article can be provided upon request.  

Catholicism and Social Justice: A Clash of Faiths 

By: Michael Masteller 


